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eis Naples, Nov. 42,1748. 
CW YHEN I have given you an ac- 


/ YJ count, from time to time, of 
it difcoveries that have been made in 
the city of Herculaneum, you have 
thanked me indeed, but you have al- 
B ways 
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ways feemed diffatished at their not meet- 
ing with any one book, among all the. 
various curiofities which have been 
found there, I have longed much to 
fatisfy you; and have with you won- 
dered much, that nothing of that kind 
fhould have appeared: fora city of peo- 
ple that never read, in fo polite a part 
of the world too, as this was in Pliny’s 
time (when the city, it feems; was over- 
whelmed) would be a very ftrange 
thing ; and not a little difgraceful to 
the inhabitants. But the character of 
the Herculanenfes is now likely to be 
cleared of that ignominy: for we have 
at length met with an evidence, that 
fome of them probably did read; and 
that not only in their own language, 
but in fuch ftrange ones, as nobody now 


living can make any thing of, 


Nor 
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Nor to hold you any longer jn 
fufpence; it was but about ten days 
ago, that fome of the workmen, in 
penetrating about forty yards to the eaft 
of the theater (which I defcribed to 
you in a former letter) met with two 
fine marble pilafters of the Doric order, 
and a fort of marble door-cafe; which 
feemed to lead to a handfome apart- 
ment, They were ordered to carry on 
their fearches, inward; and on clearing 
away the earth, found it was a very 
handfome room, wainf{coted with mar- 
ble of different colours, The fide op- 
pofite to the entrance is adorned with 
four columns of the Ionic order ; and an 
entablature over them, finely wrought, 
and perfectly well preferved. Between 
the columns, are fquares of green mar- 
ble, three feet wide, and fix feet high; 
and each of thefe fquares ig adorned all 

B 2 round, 
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round, with a border of different-co- 
loured marbles, inlaid fo as to make a 
fort of Mofaic work: much in the 
manner of an apartment in Auguftus’s 
palace at Rome; of which you muft 
have feen the prints. Under each of 
thefe larger f{quares, is a lefs (of a foot 
and a half high, and three feet long) 
of the fame green marble, what they 
call Verd Antique ; ornamented all 
round with Mofaic work. Asthe work- 
men were clearing away the earth from 
the middlemoft of thefe three lower 
{quares, they found (by the found of 
their inftruments upon it) that it was 
hollow ; and fufpecting that there might 
be fome treafure hid within, they repeat- 
ed their blows with fuch violence, and 
fo much impetuofity, that they broke 
it into twenty pieces (which they foon 
found, they need not have done; for it 
was made to move, in a groove, down- 
wards.) 
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wards.) As foonas they had thus opened 
it, they difcovered, by the light of their 
torches, that there was a cedar-box in it. 
This was locked too; but they burft it 
open: and were greatly difappointed at 
only finding fome large {crolls of old pa- 
per, tied up in five bundles, in the infide 
of it, Ifit had contained money, there 
is little doubt but they would have fe- 
creted it, for their own ufe: but as it 
was only paper, they told what they had 
met with to the other workmen. This, 
foon after, brought one of the directors 
of the works to the place; who, when 
he faw it, began to fufpect that it might 
be a greater treafure than they were a- 

ware of. Some priefts of the neigh- 

bourhood were fent for: who found the 

contents of the cafket to be five antient 

volumes, or books. ‘Two of them, ’tis 
faid, are in the Carthaginian language: 
and the other three are each inf{cribed 
B 2 on 
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én the outfide, in capital letters, with the 
following words: 

CAII. FABII, PICTORIS, HISTORIA, 

ROMANA, 

All the infide is written in capitals too; 
on a fort of paper, made of the bark 
of trees. 


As foon as the news of fo confider- 
able a difcovery got to Naples; the king 
fent the famous Monf Baiardi, to Por- 
tice: with an order, to have the books 
delivered into his hands; for his Ma- 
jefty’s infpection. As I was informed 
that hé returned to Naples with the 
books that evening; and was not to at- 
tend the king with them, till the follow- 
ing afternoon, I took the liberty of a 
long and intimate acquaintance with that 
gentleman: and made him a very early 
vifit the next morning. I found him 
very happy, with his books before him. 
ce’ Come, my dear friend (fays he) and 

I «¢ fhare 


oat 
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«fhare with me in one of the greatett 
<¢ nleafures I ever enjoyed in my life. 
<-¢] have been thefe three hours con- 
“ verfing with Fabius Pictor. Thefe 
‘¢ are the three volumes of his hiftory, 
‘¢ which were found the other day at 
«: Herculaneum. ‘The firft volume con- 
«tains the reigns of the feven kings; 
« the fecond, concludes with the fall 
“of the Decemvirate; and the third 
¢< reaches to the deftruction of Rome 
«¢ by the Gauls, and the reftoration of 
<©it under Camillus. You fee how 
<¢ fairly they are written ; and how lit- 
«tle the worfe they are, for all the 
<< centuries they have lain there, He 
<¢ ig an admirable writer! and gives us 
«qa thoufand lights, that we before 
<< wanted. I wonder how he. fhould 
«write fo well, in the age he lived! 
‘but he muft have improved himéelf, 
“from fome Greek model; and _pro- 

B 4 “¢ bably, 
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« bably, as has been faid, from Diocles 
<« Peparethius. Thofe other two are 
“© probably (as they were faid to be) in 
«< the Punic character: but I have no- 
“ thing to do with them; I only want 
<* to bring you acquainted with Fabius. 
«¢ T have juft been reading here, “in the 
«beginning of his fecond volume, the 
“account of a’ tranfaction which’ is 
«¢ wholly omitted by all the other hifto- 
«“rians. Here fit down by me, and 
«read it; that you may love Fabius, as 
s« well as I do.” 


I rHANKED him for his goodnefs to 
me; and took the fecond volume into 
my hands, with great pleafure; but foon 
found that it was not fo eafy a thing to 
read it, as I had imagined: for the 
ftrangenefs of fome of the words, and 
the odd fpelling of others, and the en- 
tire want of ftops, quite embarrafled me, 


re Come, 


Bo 


<< Come, fays my good Friend {miling, 
“give me my book again; and I will 
“read it to you; fince I fee, you do not 
“care to read it to me.” He did fo; 
and explained fome of the words that 
were the moft uncommon, as he went 
along; with all that goodnefs, and 
complaifance, for which he is fo re- 
markable. After reading the ftory, 
and dtinking our chocolate,. Monfieur 
Baiardi faid, that he had fome bu- 
finefs which obliged him to go out, 
for an hour or two; but that if I chofe 
to ftay, and read it over again; or any 
other part of the hiftory; it was at my 
fervice. I returned him a great many 
thanks both for the trouble he had taken, 
and the liberty with which he indulged 
me: and after he was gone, fat down 
to tranflate the part he had read to me; 
in order to fend it to you, by the firft 


poft, 


WHAT 
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WuHAT we wefe reading, was an 
affair that happened in the very, be- 
ginning of the confulate of Marcus 
Valerius and Pofthumius Tubertus ; 
while the Tarquins were. yet living, 
in exile ; and after they had. in vain 
brought two wars into the bowels.of 
their country; in hopes of recovering 
the throne, that they had forfeited by 
their tyrannies and indifcretion. The 
conful Valerius (fays Fabius) fummoned 
feveral of his friends to a private con- 
ference at his own houfe, There was 
his collegue, Tubertus; his brother, the 
famous Poplicola; and about twenty 
more of the moft confiderable perfons 
of the fenate, and the moft known 
defenders of liberty and their country. 
When they were all met; Valerius ad- 
dreffed himfelf to them, in the follow- 


Ing manner, 


“<THAVE 
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«J wave defired this meeting of 
«you, my friends, to confult you inan 
‘¢ affair, which very much concerns 
‘¢ every one here prefent; and indeed 
‘¢ the whole fenate, and the very being 
“of our ftate itfelf. I know there 1s 
«not any one of you but has been 
‘© much furprized to find, that, after we 
«have expelled the Tarquins and re- 
«covered our liberties, there fhould 
«« yet be fo many in the commonwealth, 
<é that feem defirous of reftoring the 
‘© Tyrant and his family ; and of rivet- 
‘< ting thofe fetters upon us again, from 
« which we freed ourfelves by the af- 
« fiftance of the immortal gods, and 
«¢ the exertion of our own virtue. Such 
a defiré muft be as aftonifhing, as it 
<6 is prepofterous. But I have lately 
‘¢ difcovered the caufe of fo amazing 
‘¢ a behaviour; and can point out the 
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‘¢ root of all this evil to you. I could 
‘« wifh that it had fallen on perfons of a 
“¢ Jefs refpectable character : but one muft 
‘* forget characters, and perfons, where 
*‘ the fafety of the ftate is in queftion. 
*¢ Yes, Fathers, ’tis in fome of the moft 
* facred orders of men among us, that 
“we muft look for thefe unnatural 
“criminals again{ft their country and 
“their religion. A confiderable num- 
‘ber of the Flamens, and the greater 
«part of the college of Augurs, are 
«in this deteftable catalogue. It is 
‘they, who have been the chief pre- 
« fervers and fomenters of this in- 
“fection among the people. I have 
‘certain informations lodged in my 
‘hands, from knowing and indifputa- 
«‘ ble witnefles, of fome of their moft 
‘< fecret converfations and cabals. ’Tise* 
“there, that they open all their ma- 
‘lice againft the ftate; and lay their 


‘< defigns 
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‘« defigns how beft to bring about the 
‘ruin of our liberties and our religion. 
«¢*Tis there that they fet up images of 
“the Tyrant, and his two fons; and 
« erect altars, on which they make fre- 
‘¢ quent libations; and offer up their 
<¢ joint devotions, for the health of that 
‘ detefted family, and the reftoration of 
‘all our calamities, This is what I 
«can fully prove: and it was on this 
‘“¢ account, that I defired this meeting; 
“that we may confider together, what 
‘ig moft advifeable to be done, in fo 
“© concerning a cafe,” 


Tus fpeech of Valerius was at- 
tended by a general murmur, that run 
thorough the whole affembly. They 
were {truck with the enormity of the 
crime; and yet more with the cha- 
racter of the chief criminals. Indi- 
gnation held them, for fome time, from 
anfwer- 
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anfwering him: till at length Tubertus 
arofe; and fpoke, as follows: 


‘JT 4m more ftruck with horror at 
‘¢ the behaviour of thefe holy men, as 
* they call them, than doubtful of the 
«« nunifhment that their crimes deferve; 
‘“ nor am I fo much furprized at their 
‘¢ iniquities in their private aflemblies, 
«‘ and cabals, as fome here prefent feem 
«to be. Have they not conftantly 
‘been endeavouring to thwart us, in 
‘call our labours for confirming the li- 
“«‘ berties, and happinefs, of our coun- 
“try? Have they not, ever fince we ex- 
‘ pelled the Tyrant (wherever they have 
“been concerned) given their own 
«‘ voices for the favourers of the Tar- 
*‘quins; and influenced as many of 
«< the people, as they could, to do the 
“< fame? Is itnot well known; that, in 
*« the college of the Augurs in particu- 
sah Cy 
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«¢ Jar, it is looked upon as difgraceful for 
‘«< any one to wifh well to our eftablith- 
. & ment, and that the few, who dare to 
“ own it, are the objects of the general 
‘< hatred, and of the perfecuting fpirit of 
“‘ their rulers? Do they not chufe, for 
“ their chiefs, in all cafes where they 
‘< have any pofts of honour or truft to 
« difpofe of, fuch as are moft fulpected 
“< to be in the intereft of the Tyrant? And 
‘© make their higheft offices circulate 
‘*¢ thorough fuch hands, asare fuppofed to 
‘* be the moft ready to plunge a dagger in 
“‘ the bofom of their country? And now 
“¢ we find, that, in their private affemblics, 
‘< they go fo far as almoft to worfhip the 
‘* pictures and images of the deftroyers 
‘of our liberty; and offer up their de- 
*< yotions for thofe, who are only waiting 
‘‘ for an opportunity to enflave them.— 
« Weak, impious men! is this your re- 
«< ligion ? — How is it poffible, that the 
‘c ‘Tar 
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«: Tarquins fhould have thus far deceived 
«¢ you !|—-Was it their building the Capi- 
<« toline temple, with fo much pride and 
«‘ magnificence, that has thus dazzled 
«¢ your eyes? or the various pomps and 
‘© ceremonies, with which they have dif- 
‘‘ ouifed the pure religion of Numa? 
“ or the encreafe of power and revenues, 
‘¢ that you expect under their admini- 
<* {tration?__And are you then,that fhould 
<< know the will of the Gods, the moft 
‘¢ jgnorant not only of their will, but 
<ceven of the facts which pafs among 
«men? Know you not, that the Gods 
<< dwell not fo much in temples, as in 
«© the heart; and that they delight not 
‘«¢ fo much in facrifices, as in the purfuit 
‘« of virtue ; and in that higheft exertion 
“ of it, the defence of our liberties and 
< our country? Know you not, what all 
«< the world befide knows, that the power 
« and dignities, which you want, are 
‘« long 


L399 
‘long fince deftined for other handé 
than yours, after you have ftained 
‘¢ them with the blood of your fellow- 
‘‘ citizens? There are priefts enough in 
«© Hetruria, almoft enough at Tarquinil 
‘‘ only, for all the dignities that you 
‘© gape for: they are already named, 
‘© and all laid out either for the fol- 
«< lowers or foreign friends of the exiles. 
«Should you prevail in your moft 
«© horrid wifhes, and fee Rome made 
*< captive by the enemy; after all the 
‘« devaftation of our country, and the 
‘‘ burnings of our palaces; after the 
°* carnage of your countrymen, and the 
‘© murders and rapes of our wives and 
‘s daughters ; what would be the lot of 
<¢ you who may furvive, but the lofs of 
* your liberty, and the difappointment 
< of all your hopes? But 1 forget miy- 
« felf;, and-talk as if the wretches were 
« already before me.—Pardon me, Fa- 
Cc <* thers! 
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*¢ thers !—_What I intended to- mentioh 
*to you, was this: that’ whereas we 
«have fuch dangerous enemies, even 
“within our walls, it is my defign 
«(if not difapproved by you) to ‘eall 
«¢ the fenate together to-morrow, in the 
«“ temple of Liberty: there to fet the ini- 
“ quity of thefe Flamens and Augurs 
“in its true light; and to propofe the 
“ appointing fuch a felec&t number of 
« Commifiioners, to enquire into” the 
‘< faults of thefe delinquents; with full 
“ powers of depriving them of all theit 
“‘ revenues, offices, and dignities; ‘and 
“of farther punifhing them, accord- 
«ing to the proportion of their feveral 
“crimes, either with banifhment,. or 
death.” 


al 
“~ 


I'r was evident by their words and 
seftures, that the greater part of the 
company were inchned to Tubertus’s 
opinion ; 
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opinion ; when Poplicola, the brother 
of the conful Valerius, arofe, « ] am, 
“delighted, Fathers, fays he, to {ee 
“the indignation that you exprefs in 
““ your countenances: ’tis an honeft 
“‘anger; for ’tis in the canfe of liberty, 
“and of our country: which though 
“you all love fo well, I hope I may 
‘« fay, no one here loves better than 
“mytfelf. But though I fhare with 
“you, Tubertus, in your juft in- 
‘‘dignation of the crime; I cannot 
‘« fo eafily join with you in your ad- 
‘vice. I fhall not put you in mind, 
‘how much mercy is preferable to fe- 
** verity ; for there may be forme crimes 
‘beyond the reach of compaffion : 
«the only reafon why I fhould diffent 
“from your opinion, is my know- 
“‘ ledge of the temper of the people; 
“* of their great attachment to the Au- 
** gurs, in particular; and the danger- 
C2 “* Qus 
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«¢ ous confequences that might attend 


€ 
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our punifhing thofe criminals, fo 


< 


na 


much as they deferve, and in the 
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method you propofe. Was not this 


€ 


ta 


making out of temporary commif- 


¢ 


nw 


fions, and difpoffefling perfons of a 


¢ 


av“ 


facred character contrary to the ufual 
‘©courfe of juftice, one of the chief 
‘crimes in ‘Farquin’s own admini- 
< ftration; that which firft alienated 
‘the minds of the people from him ; 
‘©and helped, as much as any thing, 


€ 
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to precipitate him and his family 
< into the difgraces they now deferved- 
«ly fuffer? And 1f we fhouki act as 
«he did, may not the peopié be as 
«« ready to join him againtt us, as they 
‘< were to join us againft him? —'The 


é 
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Flamens are in poffeflion of the 


~~ 


ae 


minds of the moft ignorant of. the 


€ 


~~ 


people (which is always much the 


q 


oy 


ereateft part of any people). and 
‘¢ they, 
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“ they, and the facred college, were to 
“be punifhed fo far as they deferve ; 
“ the vulgar (who always confound the 
*‘ profeffors of religion with religion 
‘« itfelf) would think that we were de- 
“ ftroying the latter, while we were 
‘only weeding it of perfons that are’ 
‘©a fhame to all religion. We fhould 
‘“foon hear them in a full cry again 
“© (as we have on fome former occa- 
“ fions) that the temple, the temple, is 
“in danger! But befide the vulgar, it 
‘‘might offend fome other perfons of 
‘“* more merit, and higher confideration, 
‘All the different claffes of holy men 
“among us (however they may dif 
‘¢ fent from one another in other things) 
“look upon themfelves as united to- 
“gether, in one common tye and in- 
“ tereft, ‘Thus in exerting all the fe. 
“ verity of juftice on fuch of the 
“Flamens and Augurs as are againft 
| C 3 “us, 
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‘us, we fhould not only wound all 
“the reft of each of thofe orders wha 
‘are for us; but the Pontifices too, 
‘and the college of the Sali; who 
‘‘ are generally at prefent in the intereft 
‘‘ of us and of their country: we may 
«therefore give up fomething of the 
«demerits and punifhment of the 
“ouilty, to the merits and concern 
‘of the innocent, Were we aétu- 
ally alarmed with the enemy’s 
bringing in fire and fword into 
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‘the bowels of our country, more 
‘violent methods might be ne- 
‘¢ ceflary : but we have twice re- 
« pulfed their moft violent attacks ; 
‘sand they feem now to have quit- 
ted us, in a defpondency of any 
«return. ‘l’he Latins are quite tired 
out: and as they are a prudent 
*‘ people, I dare fay, muft think that 


‘they have. fuffered loffes. and dif- 


* appointe 
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‘appointments enough, without em-- 
‘barking again on fo dangerous a 
“bottom. Their Tarquins have ne- 
“ver brought any thing but ruin 
‘and afflictions to them, King Por- 
“‘fena too has lately abandoned their 
*‘caufe: and they are banifhed the 
‘‘fecond time; from Hetruria now, 
‘Cas they were ‘before from our do- 
“mains. All have given them up, 
‘“* except a few madmen here at home; 
“‘who have fo far loft their fenfes, 
“as {till to long to be in chains, 
** But this madnefs is gradually wear- 
“ing away too; even among the 
“holy infpirers of it themfelves - 
‘and a little more forbearance, and 
“good ufage (which they begin al 
“ready to be fenfible of, in all their 
«lucid intervals) muft in time re- 
“cover them out of their infatuation. 
‘*‘ But, fuppofe they thould not other- 
“ ways 
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‘ways recover, the very object of 


er 


heir folly muft ceafe and defert 
them in a fhort time. ‘Tarquin, 


‘the father, is now old, His younger 
‘ fon Titus (they fay) has lately made 
‘©a folemn vow to heaven never to 


matry; and Sextus feems not at all 


‘inclined to change his ftate. Soa 


that they, who are mad only after 
the name of the Tarquins, may 
in a few years not have even that 
name to incite them to-act againft 
their country. Do not underftand 
me, as if I would perfuade you 


igent of thefe deferted 


to be neglig 


© 
enemies of our ftate, within our 
own walls. Our two moft vigi- 
lant confuls here prefent, and the 
re{t of our honeft and worthy ma- 
giftrates, will, I doubt not, have a 
conitant eye over them, and all 
ther motions. When they go 
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«fo far as to att againft the laws 
“already in force, thofe laws will 
“ punifh them : but I would not 
‘‘have you take any illegal fteps, 
“and imitate Tarquin ; left we 
“ fhould fall, as the Tarquins did.” 


Tue hiftory adds, that this {peech 
of Poplicola had fo much effect with 
his brother Valerius, and the reft of 
the company, that they prevailed on 
Tubertus to drop his defign ; and 
that by the mildnefs and good ma- 
nagement of Poplicola afterwards, 
feveral of the Augurs were convinced 
of their folly, and quitted their bad 
practices again{t the ftate; that many 
of the Flamens followed their exam- 
ple; and that, in the compafs of a 
very few years after, the race of. the 
Tarquins became wholly extinct (as 
Poplicola had) foretold) and confe- 

4 gnently, 
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quently, all remains of the ‘epide- 
mical madnefs occafioned by that 
name, were totally diffipated. ‘ They 
‘© who had continued the longeft ine 
fected with it (fays Fabius) then 
looked back on all their paft de+ 
“¢ figns, as perfons recovered of a fren- 
«¢ gy do on all the horrors and mif- 
«© chiefs they had planned in it; or as 
«aman does, on his moft danger- 
«© ous and irrational chimeras, when 
« juft awakened out of a troubled 
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«© dream.” 


I was vety glad that I had time to 
take down this account from Fabius; 
for you; and fhall wait with impa- 
tience, till | have fome farther news to 
fend you: far they are going on every 
day ; and who knows but that, ina 
little time, we may be mafters of an 
entire Polybius, or Livy? Whatever 
happens, 
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happens, I fhall be fure to commu- 


micate to you: and, in the mean 
time, 


